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Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (D-MA) introduced legislation                (HR 3594) that would require states to offer Medicaid coverage for                primary care services provided by Advanced Practice Registered Nurses                (APRNs). APRNs are registered nurses who have attained advanced                expertise in medical fields such as gerontology, pediatrics, neonatology,                mental health and anesthesiology.

               "Under current law, Medicaid beneficiaries are often denied                access to nurse practitioners, who are an important source of primary                care services. This is a major problem in rural areas, and this                legislation would mean better primary care for Medicaid patients,"                Olver said.

               Currently, state Medicaid plans have the option to use or not to                use APRNs as primary care case managers. In states that recognize                only physicians, Medicaid beneficiaries are often denied access                to APRNs, thereby losing access to needed primary care services.

               "There are a number of problems with the health care safety                net in this country, and it's clear to me that improving patient                access to APRNs should be part of the solution," Olver added.

               HR 3594 restores the previous federal mandate to cover the services                of pediatric nurse practitioners, family nurse practitioners, and                certified nurse midwives. The bill also expands Medicaid fee-for-service                coverage for all nurse practitioners, and is endorsed by the American                Nurses Association, the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners                and the America College of Nurse Practitioners.
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